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TO A MOTHER, A DAUGHTER,
A SISTER, A WIFE ...

Shana Harton, a senior al Meridian High School, is shown
with Capt, Malissa Brady of 188th &ir Refualing Wing of tha
Missssipgi Air Mational Guard, Shana wanted to show her
appreciation for woman in the military, Hera™s what sha
wreda: Y| have noticed that famale scldiers haven't recaivecd
the sama armaunt of media attention as make saldiars,
Hexemyar, | think you ara all the bravast and strongast women
in &marica, You all surandared your ife and family in order
to protect this country — and | and many others commend
v an such a great act of patriatism, Eveary tirme | 563 a
female soldiar at Bonita Lakes kMall, or at an MHS foctball
gama, | just want to give ber a huge hug and tedl bar ‘thank
voar,” Although you all are not hare physically, your spirit still
ruists in the smiles and laughs of these who know vou bast
vty hat goas off o very female soldiar wha is risking har lifa
in Irag and other parts of the Middle East, | just want to say
"THANE YL, THANE YOL and THANE YO0,
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Stu’s big, fat Christmas surprise

Liz Coats Bosarge is the wife
af Master Sgt. Stn Boaerge, whe
has beewr 0 U5 Marise for 22
year Liz worked af Comts and
Coatz Personael Corssiltants
ard the Threefost Deli wiile e
Tived in Meridian. She chaired
the Meridian Dowrtown
Cheristmas Parade and was a2
radio personalite

Shee wrode this story in
Diecember from her new honie in
Sau Diega, Callf — auxisusly
awaiting the day when "Sty can
kizs the grownd of the gosd ol
iisA.”

That day has roew arrieed.
Stw was sekediled fo return
hame o Califorria on Feb, 22,
He and Liz plar fo pizit friends
ard femily in the Meridion areq
Sremm March 5-20.

By Liz Coats Bosarge
special to The Star

Flaging a joke on someons
in [rar while they are fehting
{or our couniry may nol seem
very funny, but when the joke
invidves sending Bto Bosarge
of Scocha a Santa suit and
enongh presents [or his entire
Aviomics Dhvision, it is O,

That's just what zeveral
fricnds and family members
from Meridian and all over the
counfry decided fo dao,

Master Sgt, Oscar Stuart
Bosarge Jr. is stationed a1
Camp Pendleton, Calif,, and
dleployed to Trag. Marines are a
very special group of Patriofs,
Taking care of each other has
man different ways of showing
ETEIM

Sto’s “cousin” .5 Marine
Corps Lanee Cpl. Michael Hope
kin, from Johnson City, Tenn,,
i pever met Sta, Michae] had
been in lrag for nearly a year,
anid was getting ready 1o o
home when he heard that St
wais baing sent 1o [rg,

Michivel mamageed o find S
biefare he shipped home and
they were able to spend a few
davs together, When Michael
gl to Camp Pendleton, he con-
spired with e o play g joke an
Stu,

“We just need o do what
every good Marine should e
= take care of his fellow
Marines,” Michael said,

Setting up the joke

[t all started about Now, 1,
20k, First, Stu peeded a
Christmas  tree,  When 0
arcived, the guys in the
Aodomics Division could barely
contaim Their excitement,

O course, Stu made them
wait until the day after Thanks
aiving toosel i upe Just becanse
They are in [rag does not mean
that fradifions go oot ihe
windiwl

So, they waited.

In the meantime, Sio's
friends  and  relatives  in
Meridian where busy puiling

A TASTE OF HOME

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The LS. Marinea of Helicopter Marine Light Attack 162 Avicnlcs Divislon celebrated Christrmas in
Iraq with & tree, ormaments and lots of presents aent by friendsz and family in The States. Master
Sgt. Stu Bosarge Is the half-buried guy In the middle, the one in the Santa suit.

the presents together. We did
ask Sty what he thought a
good gift would be and we
decided to sending Mach [11
razars and T-shirts with a com-
pany logo on them. The guys
ged Kind of tired of wearing the
same umiform every day.

A oe=mail was sent aul 1o
Stu's friends and relatives 1o
s iF they wanted to take part
inn the Christmas surprise.

All you had to
do was ask ...

The respense to the e-mail
was overwhelming!  Seane
Walters at Vital Care asked
many of her friends to donate
T-shirts  amd  got  enough
toegether for each Marine.

Ewen Seane's sister, Sherri,
froum ﬂﬁ'ﬂu 1Irﬂ."I!'_|||'., Calif., sent &
box. Seane alao sent her hus-
band, Carl, to Wal-Mart to pick
up a Christimas ornament for
every Marine to hang on the
trese, Amd he got donations of
T-shirts, wrist bands, pens and
ball caps from Budweizer and
Miller Lite.

Lisa Temple sent seweral T-
shirts from her company, Sign
Flant. The American Cancer
Elu_";l.:l!!.'r Coca Cola |'.'.|.lr'|'|]:l:1.I!|'_|'
and seweral radio statlons sent
Tealirts, all of whom are rep
eesented  In Irag from
Mericdian.

Many other friends and
family members like Regina
Bosarge  Thompson,  and
Donna Costello, Margarite
Howell and Mike Heath from
Century 21, Hiowell Realty, and
Lela Coats Linnenkohl and her
family of seven children from

Seaitle, Wash., and Linda Linne
ainr] her family from Pensacala,
Fla., sent the razors and lots of
goolies like socks and coekies
aid snacks. Courtney Hortan
from Cuba, Ala., sent a box,
and Joan Kars from St Louis,
Bl e, sent goine razors toon.

Christmas arrivals

T Trag, the boxes staried
pilimg in. They came fram
Stu's Diacd, Stuart Bosarge, and
his wile, Debbic Bosarge, in
Raton Ftuugu, [

Stuart’s  former-military
friends sent four huge boxes
of stuff they felt would be
“things the guys woeld need.”
Friends of Stu's sister and
brother-in-law, Tim and
Angela Myers, and their com-
pany, Geergla Pacifie, in Pen-
|:'|||!|g1|.-|l, Ala., zeint  same
boges. Roy Hurst sent some
“True Meaning of Christmas"”
pamphlets  from  Berachah
Church in Houston, Texas.

Thew kept coming but Stu
was noel te open any of the
boxes marked with a heart
until Ehe Moo 1 box came. That
wias the box with the instrue-
tions in it, and the Santa sail

The big day

Meedless to say, Stu made
an excellent Santa and all the

guys Lo the MAvionies Division
of HMLA 169 gat around the
Christmas tree  and  sang
carols on Cheistmas Day.

They read the stery aboul
hioow Jesus Christ was born
2004 years ago inoa little town
maet far from whers they were
celebrating — that He was
born to be the savior of the
world so that mankind might
have eternal life by believing
in Him through Faith alone.
They tald stories about their
faworite Christmas memories
fran home and wished they
could be there.

S, a big huge thank-vou
goes out o all the people in
Meridian and other paris of
the country who helped with
these special gifis.

The friends and rﬁ.l'ﬂ;]!r' af
Stu Bosarge thank you! The
1.5 Marines of Helicopter
Marine Light Attack 1689
Avionics Dhwision send a grea
big thank-vou from Drag.

Ane  from Sta in Treage
“Please do not lose sight of
why we are here and that we
el to continue until victery
iz attained and freedom is
given to the people of Irag. As
b as vou may think and hear
from the media, about things
that are golng on here, God
traly blesses us theeugh every
step and breath. Peace and
Freedom through Milicary
Vietory . "Whaty Wha!™
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CONTROL TOWER
Senior Alrman Matthew H. Miller and Sgt. Carla Dienne Maybamry
rman the air traflic cantrol oweer al Meridian Regional Alrport,
Both are mambers of the 24810 Air Traffic Control Squadran,
whose mambers manage Bath military and civilian flights in
Meridian,

‘I’m eager to face
challenges unknown’

Seator Atrmean Matthew R Miller 45 a mentber of the
Misstesppd Afr Natioral Guard's 248th Air Traffie Contral
Sywadron af Key Field. He deployed to Trag 10 fonwary of fhis
yoay and, f nothisng changes, &5 expected to returs rome 10
Juae, Matthew wrofe this story right befere he 1aft

By Matthew Miller
special to The Star

Since the attacks against the United States on Sept. 11,
2001, the LS, military has been given a new responsibility and
worldwide mission.

Men and women of every branch of the military know that,
al a minute's notice, they may be called Lo serve anywhere in
the world in the defense of freedom. This has recently hit
very close to home with the deployment of Iocal Guard and
Eeserve units. Almoest evervone is related to, or knows,
someans who is currently serving overscas,

My turn fo serve has now come, | am an air traffic controller
in the Z48th Air Traffic Control Squadron, based here in
Meridian. | am preparing to deploy in support of Operation
[ragi Freedom. My job will be to direct and control coalition
aircraft and to ensure this is done in a safe and expeditious
AT,

For the past two years, | have been trained for this exact
purpese — to be a vital member in the global war on ter-
rorism. | feel confident that the training | received has pre-
pared me to face the challenges aheard.

The only thing that training can't prepare you for is the
feeling when you know you are on the other side of the world,
a stranger in a strange place, | know that | will sorely miss my
family aned friends but, on the other hand, | look forward to the
many [ricndships that will be forged and the experience that
will be gained by this deployment.

[ think overall my mood is one of cxcitement. 'm ecager to
face challenges unknown and, at the same fime, | have some
doubts. [ am aware of the dangers that lie ahead and stamd
ready to face them. [ am thankful for the ability to serve such
a grateful nation and eagerly wait the day that 1 will return
home. Your thoughts and prayers are greatly appreciated.

God Bless America,



